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Background 

1. In December 2013 the new Bristol:Sport4Life Strategy was endorsed by 
the Mayor and Cabinet as a city-wide strategy for sport and active 
recreation for the period 2013-2018, based on a vision that Bristol is a 
successful city of sport and active recreation where people are healthy 
and motivated to participate for life. 

2. The Mayor invited a Sports Commission, chaired by Colin Sextone, to 
examine the role that sport plays in Bristol, and advised by a panel of 
experts from across the sport and active recreation sector, asked it to 
recommend how sport might play an even greater role in the city’s 
future. The Commission convened in October 2013, and looked at 19 
key issues linked to making sport work for Bristol.  
  

3. Earlier in 2014 the Mayoral Sports Commission produced its final 
report.  (The report can be found at 
http://www.bristol.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/council_and_dem
ocracy/140701%20Sports%20Commission%20Final%20Report_0.pdf)  
 
The commission recommended: 

1. Setting up an independent sports partnership body, that has the 
mandate, independence, resources and responsibility to better 
enable organisations and communities to achieve their own goals 
and deliver the aims of Bristol:Sport4life. That this partnership body 
should have an independent chair and be incorporated as a 
Community Interest Company (CIC), with a membership that is 

http://www.bristol.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/council_and_democracy/140701%20Sports%20Commission%20Final%20Report_0.pdf
http://www.bristol.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/council_and_democracy/140701%20Sports%20Commission%20Final%20Report_0.pdf


drawn from a diverse range of organisations, communities and 
individuals who have the most to bring to growing sport participation 
across the city. 

 
2. That priorities for 2014 should be focussed around Facilities, 

Participation & Events, highlighting ten immediate priority areas as 
follows:  
 
 

• Establish independent, city-wide Sports Partnership Body. 
• Complete sports facilities and playing pitches strategies. 
• Unlock more facilities for more people to use. 
• Extend School Sports Games. 
• Bid to host 2019 Cricket World Cup. 
• Bring at least one other major event to Bristol. 
• Develop a sports events strategy. 
• Win more sports development funding for Bristol. 
• Promote women’s and girls’ sport. 
• Celebrate 2014 sporting achievement. 

 

The Sports Commission’s Recommendations: Current Position 

4. Firstly, the sports commission recommended that an independent city-
wide sports partnership body is established, to better enable 
organisations across Bristol to work together, to achieve the aims and 
objectives of Bristol: Sport4Life.  Council Officers support the 
recommendation that the sports partnership body should have an 
independent Chair but do not support the recommendation that it 
should eventually take the form of a Community Interest Company. 

 
5. The sports partnerships primary purpose will be as an enabler of 

partners’ activities, projects, events, collaborations and initiatives that 
lead directly or indirectly to more people in Bristol participating in sport 
and active recreation more of the time.  It will also look at utilising the 
assets across the city more effectively.  

6. The Partnership will be co-ordinated by a Partnership Manager.  
Funding for this post has been secured through a Core Cities bid. The 
post will be hosted by Wesport and an SLA with the City Council has 
been agreed.   

7. The Partnership Manager will perform a key role and support the Chair 
in making ‘The Bristol Sports Partnership’ effective and deliver the 
desired outcomes.    



8. The Partnership Manager will also establish, terms of reference, clear 
support, management and evaluation systems to ensure the key 
objectives are delivered. This post is currently being advertised and 
interviews will be undertaken in December 2014. 

9. Secondly, the sports commission recommended the ten immediate 
priority area’s listed above. 

10. The Council support these recommendations and that an independent 
partnership drives increased participation across the city but the 
partnership has not been set up as a Community Interest Company.  

11.  Sports Officers, along with key partner organisations, are 
developing citywide strategies and programmes, which will provide 
opportunities for people to take part in sport and active recreation, with 
the aim of increasing overall participation. 

12. Work on the Playing Pitch Strategy: this is nearly complete and 
will provide a framework under which to help protect, enhance and 
provide the right combination of playing pitches in order to meet the 
current and future needs of the city’s population.  It will also seek to 
increase participation in playing pitch sports through offering the best 
player/participant experience possible in terms of playing pitches and 
ancillary facilities. 

13. The Sport Facility Strategy: this is currently being developed. The 
main purpose of the Sports Facility Strategy is to identify the needs and 
priorities for facilities in Bristol and secure new and improved facility 
provision to meet these needs. The long term objectives of the 
emerging Sports Facility Strategy may need to be refined to reflect the 
emerging focus of the Bristol Sports Partnership for sport in the city. 

 
14. Unlock more facilities: Bristol has some of the best sports facilities 

on school sites in the country and schools are the largest sector of 
sports facility ownership in the city (e.g. 69% of all sports Halls, 55% of 
all artificial grass pitches, 48% of natural grass pitches). Most schools 
are offering some community access to their facilities already. Strategic 
planning of sports facilities within the increasingly mixed range of 
providers and reducing local authority budgets is now more important 
than ever.  Working with facility operators to unlock facilities is important 
to achieve an increase in access to existing provision and Council 
Officers are actively working on projects to achieve this. 

15. Building on the School Games programme across the Bristol area: 
Partners will help strengthen the foundation of school competition. 
School Games will complement existing competition structures and 
build on these by offering additional opportunities and clear pathways 



with links into community sport. 

16. Bid to host cricket world cup games: As part of the recommended 
events strategy and bidding programme the commission recommends 
in particular that Bristol should bid to host matches in the 2019 Cricket 
World Cup. The Council with its partners should be able to support this 
process further enhancing the City’s reputation for hosting top level 
events.   

17. Secure commitment from at least one other sports governing body 
to bring major events to Bristol: The Council supports this 
recommendation and will work with partners to achieve this to further 
raise the profile of the city and to harness the positive benefits 
associated with hosting such events.  All partners would need to equally 
support the requirements in achieving this. 

18. Prepare and complete Bristol sports events strategy: Bristol has a 
positive reputation nationally for bidding and has hosted various 
national, international and world class events. To build on this the 
Commission recommends developing an events strategy and bidding 
programme.  The Council supports this recommendation. 

19. Ensure that sports development and facility operators meet 
funding partner criteria eg Sport England, National Governing Bodies, 
commercial and charitable partners: The Council presently works with 
its partners to secure funding to enhance, develop and support facilities 
and programmes in order to increase participation levels in sport and 
active recreation.  Meeting funding criteria is central to successfully 
securing grants. 

20. Promote Bristol Women’s and girl’s sport and participation: The 
Commission wishes to underline the value of fully embracing the rich 
diversity of the city’s history and communities in establishing a 
partnership and action plan that will implement Bristol: Sport4Life. In 
particular, it recommends that Bristol gives special attention to the 
unique position that women’s sport currently occupies in Bristol 
compared to other core cities.  The Council promotes increased 
opportunities for women and girls to participate in sport and active 
recreation.  The Council develops targeted sports activities for women 
and girls currently funded through the Community Sports Activation 
Fund and through a partnership approach with contractors supports 
women’s sport at an elite level. 

21. Celebrate sporting achievement in Bristol in 2014: The 
achievement of Bristol’s sportsmen, sportswomen, teams, 
administrators and volunteers is recognised through events and media 
coverage and the Commission encourages partners to make more of 
this, and to work with each other and local media partners to celebrate 



the success and achievements of Bristol’s athletes. 

Way Forward  

22. Council Officer’s will work with and support its partners and the 
new emerging Bristol Sports Partnership with a view to achieving the 
many positive outcomes associated with increased participation in sport 
and active recreation.  The partnership should be up and running in 
January 2015 
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